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Sport Centres has in many ways improvedthe lives of people in all walks of life not minding
their abilities andlimitations; that is, physical or mental disabilities. The Sport Centres usedfor
disabled individuals is described as assistive Sport Centre.

The objective of the study was toexamine and determine the availability and utilization of
assistive SportCentres for special education in Nigerian Sport Commission Metropolis as
wellas determine the influence of teacher’s gender, qualification and experience onthe
utilization of assistive technology. Thus, the study provided answers tosome six research
guestions listed below:

1. What are the assistive technologies (AT) available for special education withinNigerian
Sport Commission metropolis?

2. Areavailable assistive technologies (AT) utilized for teaching special
educationstudents?
3. Whatis the frequency of use of assistive Sport Centres (AT) for special
educationstudents?

4. Whatis the influence of the Disability’s gender on the utilization of assistivetechnology?
5.  Whatis the influence of the Disability’s educational qualification on theutilization of
assistive technology?

6. Whatis the influence of the Disability’s teaching experience on the utilization ofassistive
technology?

It also analysed three hypothesesdeveloped by the researcher for the purpose of the study.
The researcheradministered a researcher-designed instrument to seventy-three (73)
specialeducation teachers, forty-two (42) of which were females and thirty-one (31)were
males; twenty-four (24) had National Certificate of Education, thirty-four(34) had bachelor’s
degree in any of education, arts or sciences and twelve(12) had masters in sciences or
education or postgraduate diploma in education;twenty-seven (27) had experience between
1-5years, twenty-eight (28) hadexperience between 6-10years and eighteen (18) had
attained above 10years ofteaching experience.

It was revealed that a very limitednumber of assistive Sport Centres devices were available
for special educationdue to reasons ranging from high-cost of the assistive Sport Centres
gadgetsand scarcity due to difficulty in importation of gadgets from other countries.It was
also noted that of the available assistive Sport Centres devices in NigerianSport Commission
Metropolis, only a few were being highly utilized andfrequently used. It was gathered that the
male teachers showed more interest inthe utilization of assistive devices for special
education than their femalecounterparts. It was also gathered that the teacher’s educational
gualificationand teaching experience do not influence the utilization of assistive SportCentres
for special education. This study disclosed that teachers with lessyears of experience are
most inclined to use Sport Centres for specialeducation purposes than those with more
experience though, the older theexperience, the more the exposure to the need for these
technologies in aspecial education classroom.

It was concluded from the analysis done on thehypotheses that there is no significant



difference in the utilization ofassistive Sport Centres for special education based on the
teacher’s gender,educational qualification and teaching experience. The study
maderecommendations which includes that the government at all levels with theMinistry of
Education and other concerned bodies should involve specialeducation teachers and
students with disabilities and their families in relatedassistive Sport Centres activities,
including the development of policies, thedesign and evaluation of services and products.

CHAPTERONE

INTRODUCTION
1.0. Introduction
In any part of the world, there hasbeen a stigma associated with anyone using wheelchair or
being accompanied by acane. These people, who are much known in the society as “people
withdisability”, are frequently categorized as futile and incapable. Because ofthis judgmental
approach of other people, people with disability tend todevelop a negative outlook and lose
their sense of worth. In response to thisunfortunate circumstances experienced by the
people with disability,participation in sport has already been proven to be one of the key
ways inwhich they can demonstrate their place in the world. Being able to take part insports
can change what the society think and feel about them and also changewhat they think and
feel about themselves.
1.1. Backgroundand Nature of the Project
Adaptive sports refer to sports thatare modified or adapted to meet the unique needs of
individuals withdisabilities. It includes sport designed to enable those with and
withoutdisabilities to participate. (Luo, 2010)Considering that thisproject is intended for
adaptive sports, the equalization of opportunities isreally prioritized. The full potential of
these people can only be attained ifthey are given the chance to prove their capabilities and
not be restrained bytheir limitations. This kind of sports was made to encourage and
promotethe participation of persons with disabilities in a mainstreamed program ofsporting
activities for them to develop greater independence. Playing andcompeting with other people
would help them feel that they are not differentand that they belong to a community. Thus,
adaptive sport is an ideal tool forreducing the stigma associated with disability.
The term disability summarizes a great number of different functionallimitations. People may
be disabled by physical, intellectual or sensoryimpairment. Different expressions are used
when referring to persons withdisabilities. The term "handicap” means the loss or limitation
of opportunitiesto take part in the life of the community on an equal level with others.The
term "disabled persons"might be misinterpreted to imply that the ability of the individual to
functionas a person has been disabled. The term"differently-abled persons” indicates that
disability is notperceived as a deviation from the norm. (Human Rights Education Associates
[HREA], 2012) In this project, the users would beconsidered as differently-abled persons
because the researcher aims to removethe stereotypical idea that these people are disabled
and incapable.
About 16 perthousand of the country’s population had disability. (National Statistics
Office [NSO],2013) Although the population of people with disability is not that



large,negligence is still inappropriate. These people must receive the right amountof
attention that they deserve. It must be ensured that differently-abledpeople have the
opportunity to have access to various facilities such assporting, recreational and
tourism venues. The notion that access ofdifferently-abled people is just limited to
few types of venues due to theirimpairments must be changed because nowadays
these people can do almost all theactivities that normal people can.

The Nigeria already formed a national sports association for athleteswith impairments which
is called the NigeriaSports Association for the Differently Abled—National Paralympic
Committee ofthe Nigeria(NSPADA-NPC Nigeria). This means thatthe idea of sports for
differently-abled people is not a new concept for thecountry yet the country still lacks sports
venue with facilities adapted to theusers’ needs. A major challenge facing the disability
population isthe inadequacy of available services and facilities. There are numeroussports
centers in the country but there are very few that are accessible todifferently-abled people
and none was really created for the purpose ofaccommodating adaptive sports. In order to
make adaptive sports be furtherrecognized by people around the country, there must be a
particular facilitythat will focus on this kind of sports.

According to the 2013 Nspada National Games, the sports that are usually included in
thecompetition areAthletics, swimming, wheelchair basketball, badminton, chess,goal ball,
tenpin bowling, table tennis, powerlifting, volleyball, cycling andwheelchair tennis. (Nigeria
SportsCommission [PSC], 2013) Thesesports are actually just ordinary sports but because
the players of these wouldbe differently-abled people, the facilities to house these activities
must besuitable with the users’ needs with adequate concern to safety andaccessibility.
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